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H EALTH  DEPARTMENT, 


'  •  WHITSTABLS^ 
May,  1944 


*  v{jL^Ji 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  1  of "  the 

WHITS TABLE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


••  /  *. 


i  . 


Councillor  Mrs,  Phillips  and  Gentlemen, 


I  have  to  present  to  you  my  fourteenth  Annual  Report  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Urban  District  of  Whitstable. 


Area  of  Urban  District-  .  .  .  . 

::  ••  ,5  (before  1934) 


8,283  acres, 
794  11 


Population  at  census  1931  .« 

(estimated  mid-1939) 
n  •  (  . n  mid-1943 ) 


10,820 

15,620 

12,710 


Number  of  Houses  1931  . . 

Inhabited  houses  1931  . . 

Houses,  1943  ..  *. 

H  Inhabited  houses  1943  (estimated)  .. 
Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (1931) 
Rateable  Value  1942  ..  ..  . . 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  1942 
Rateable  Value  1943 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  1943 

sBased  on  Rating  &  Valuation  Act  1925  calculati 


3,466 

3,105 

5,858 

5,064 

3,327 

£136,707 

£473* 

£138,347 

£472* 

on. 


AREA.  -  The  area  of  the  Urban  District  is  8,283  acres, 
made  up  as  follows 


Old 

(Central  Ward  .. 

•  * 

•  1 

78 

acres 

Urban 

(.Cast  Ward 

•  • 

•  t 

422 

it 

At  ea 

(West  Vi/ard 

•  • 

•  • 

294 

?i 

Swalecliffe 

•  • 

•  • 

927 

H 

Whi  t  stabl  e~ cum- Sea s a  1 1  er 

•  • 

4,350 

11 

Dunkirk  (part)  .. 

•  .0 

•  • 

936 

n 

Grav  eney  ( part ) . . 

•  « 

•  t 

886 

t? 

Hernhill  (part),. 

t  o 

•  • 

.  390 

TOTAL.  8,283 


POPULATION.  The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population 
for  mid-1943  is  12,710.  For  last  year  it  was  12,410,  an  increase 
of  300,  My  own  estimate  for  the  population  at  mid-1943  according 
to  food  rationing  statistics  was  12,930, 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


BIRTHS .  ' 

Totals . 

Mai es  . 

Females  , 

Total  for  1942 

Li v  e  Births  * 

.  224 

117 

107 

(206) 

Legi  timat  et 

208 

109" 

97 

(194) 

Ill egi timat e 

*  18 

8 

10 

{ 12 ) 

Still  Births 

2 

1 

1. 

•«  c 

(1) 

Legi  timat  e. 

2  ' 

1 

1.  .  ■ 

(1) 

The  Birth  Rate  per  1,.000  population  is:- 

••  ,  Rate  for  1942* 

Live  Births  ...  •  17.6-  '  (16*5) 

Still  Births  ...  1  0.15  '  . '(  0.08)- 


The  Birth  Rate  is  still  on  the  upward  trend,  the  highest  since  1920. 


D BATHS .  ».  Totals.  ..Males*  .Females*  Total  for  1942. 

■ «  * 

222  1()8  ••  114  (220) 

\  •-  » 

The  death  rate  per  1,000  population  is:- 

Rate  for  1942. 

Crude  death  rate  ...  ■  17.4  (17.7) 

(Ho  comparability  factor  available  for  1943) 


CAUSBS  OF  DBATH  FOR  1943 

Males  Females 


Tuberculosis  of  the 
respiratory  system  2 

Other  forms  of  T.B, 
Syphilitic  Diseases 
Influenza  7 

(Cancer  of  buc.cav.) 

.'and  Oesophagus  (M)  )  2 

(Uterus  ( F)  ) 

Cancer  of  stomach  . 
and  duodenum  •  "  5 

Cancer  of  Breast 
Cancer  of  all 
other  sites  7 


Bronchi tj  s 
5  /  Pneumonia 

-  -■  Other  respiratory 

1  di  s  eas  es  •  ' 

3  Ulcer  of  stomach 

and  duodenum 
5’  Diarrhoea  under 

2  years 
Appendicitis 
5  Other  digestive 

2  diseases 
Nephritis 

7  Puerpural  &  post- 

abort:  sepsis 


Mai es  Femal es 

3  ’  ■  8 

2  1 

-  1  1 

4  1 


1  4 

5  7 


.  } 

o  - 

CAUSES  of  death  for 

1943 

( continued) 

Mai  es 

.Femal  es 

Males 

Females 

Di  $bet  es 

- 

1 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

- 

1 

Intira~or  an?  vascular 

t 

Premature  births 

2 

1 

1 esions 

12 

,19 

Congenital  malformati 
Suicide 

ons  1 

2 

Heart'  Disease 

41 

33 

— 

Other, di s eases  o f 

Road  Traffic  accident 

1 

circulatory  system 

1 

± 

- 

Other  violent  causes 

4 

All  other  causes 

7 

6 

:  ALL  GAITS 

i’.pO 

iio 

MALES  108  FEMALES  114 

The  transferred  deaths  were; 


Inward  . . .  42  Outward  ...  12 


Th( 

3  age 

distribution  of 

total 

deaths  was 

o 

0 

Under 

1-2 

2-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-45 

45-65 

65  and 

1  y  ear 

years 

years 

years 

years 

years 

years 

upwards. 

7 

n 

a. 

■  Nil 

Nil 

■Nil 

77 

45 

162 

Of  the  deaths  over  65,  26  were  between  the  ages  of  65  and  70, 
85  between  70  and  80,  45  between  80  and  90,  and  6  over  90. 


GAUSi'S  CP  DYATH  FOR  1943  (contimuod) 


Deaths  from  all  causes  show  little  variation  from  last  year*s 
figure.  The  only  points  I  wish,  to  remark  upon  arp  the  increase  of 
deaths  from  influenza,  the  continued  high  rate  of  deaths  due  to 
heart  disease,  and  . the.  relatively  few  suicides  during  war  years. 
There  have,  in  fact,  boon  only  two  deaths  from  this  cause  since 
war  began* 


MAT  -  iHNAL  MORTALITY.  There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal 
s  ep  s  i  s  duT-  o  h  o ' "  from  ”oFK  er  maternal  causes,  giving  a  maternal 
mortality  rate  of  4,4  per  1000  live  births, 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

'Dearths  of  infants'"  under  one  year  were  as  follows  s- 

Total.  Males.  Females.  (Totals  for  1942) 


Legitimate  7  3  4  (7) 

’illegitimate  ~  -  (-) 

Infantile  Mortality  Rates  are  as  follows 

( Rates  for  1942) 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births,  31.2  (33.9) 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate 

births  33.9  ;  (36.0) 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate 

births  0.00  (0.00)  - 


The  infantile  mortality  rate  which  began  rising  in  1941-2  has 
shown  no  tendencyto  continue  rising  during  1943,  and  stands  at  31 #2 
per  1000  live  births  in  comparison  with  the  figure  of  49  for  the 
rest  of  the  country. 

The  ages  at  and  causes  of  deaths  under  one  year  was  as 
follows ; - 

18  days/int ercranial  haemorrhage 
6  n  /  ;i  ” 

2  ?!  /  if  » 

2  days /prematurity 
21  hours/ 

1  hour  /  ;? 

4  days/spina  bifida 

There  were  no  deaths  of  children  under  two  years  from  diarrhoea 
and  enteritis. 
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TABLE  OF  BIRTH  RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY 
MAT  ERNAL  •  DEATH*- RAT  AS,  AND  CASE-RATES  FOR 
CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  lit  THE  YEAR  1943.- 


__  r  -  - 

,  .... 

(i) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

England 

126 

148 

London 

*  l 

t 

r ri 

,  & 

County 

Small er 

Admin- 

1 

l-H 

•  m 

Wales 

Boro *  s 

Towns 

istr- 

. 

§ 

&  Great 

Resident 

ative 

'  . 

Eh 

Towns 

Populations 

County 

CO 

E-r 

inc  luding 

25,000  to 

.  ... 

H 

London 

50,000  at 

•£ 

1931  Census 

BIRTHS . 

Rat  es 

per  1000 

Civilian  population 

Live 

17.6 

16.5 

18'.  6 

19.4 

'15 .8 

Still 

0.15 

.  0.51 

0.63 

0.61 

0.45 

DEATHS. 

- 

is 

All  Causes 

17.4 

12.1 

14.2 

12,7 

15.0 

Typhoid  and 

4 

Paratyphoid 

O'.  00 

0,00 

0.00 

0.00 

O'. 00 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

O'.  00 

Wh o  op i ng  C  ough 

0.00 

0.03 

0.03 

0.03 

0.03 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

;  0.03 

G.  04 

0.04 

1  0*02 

Influ  enza 

0.78 

0.37 

0,36 

0.37 

0,27 

Smallpox 

0.00 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Measles 

0.00 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

NOTIFICATIONS: - 

' 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0,02 

0.01 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01/ 

Cerebro  Spinal  l1  ever 

0.00 

0.08 

0.10 

0.06 

0.09 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.80 

3.01 

3.29 

•  3.54 

3.80 

Who oping  Cough 

1.80 

2.54 

2.82 

2.25. 

2.68 

Diphtheria 

0,39'  '■ 

0.88 

1.12 

0.77  . 

0.74 

Erysipelas 

•  0 ;  55 

,.0.31 

0.35 

0.27 

0 .42  ‘ 

Smallpox 

0.00 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Measles 

2.51 

9.88 

9.23 

9.77  . 

9.17 

Pneumonia 

1.57 

1.34 

1.62 

1.16 

1.27  .. 

• 

Rat  es 

pep  .  1000 

Live  Births 

.  ■  ■■ 

Deaths  under  1  yr 

31.2  “ 

49 

58 

46, 

58 

of  age 

Diarrhoea  and 

Eht  eri  t‘is 

•  '  ■ 

■■*■'**  "*  . 

under  2  years 

of  ag e 

0.00 

5.3 

"7,9 

4.4  ' 

10.4 

i 
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 Rates  per  1000  Total  Births  (Live  &  Still) 

(D  (2)  (3)'  (4)  (5) 

Mat  email 

Mortality:-  (Excluding  Abortion) 


Puerperal 

Infection 

0.00 

0.39) 

Other 

0.07 

1.45). 

NOT  AVAILABLE 

NOTIFICATIONS:- 

•  -  . 

■  . 

Puerperal  Fever) 

0.00 

11,68 

15,11  9,26  (  5.05 

n  Pyrexia  ) 

(15.23 

G EN ARAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

The  staff  engaged  on  Public  Health  work  consists  of  myself. 
Medical  Officer  df  Health,  part-time.;  Mr.  C.R.A.  Martin,  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector;  •  Messrs  C.A.  Tilley  and  P.K.  Marsh,  General 
Assistants . 

•  4  • 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Arrangements  remain  as  described  in  previous  reports:, 

ambulance  facilities. 

These  have  continued  during  the  year  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  full  details  of  which  are  to  be  fotind 
in  his  report.  The  task  of  conveying  patients  from  Thanet  districts 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Herne^Bay  undertaken  in  the  stress  of 
conditions  in  1940,  has  had  to  be  discontinued  owing  to  increased 
'  wear  and  tear  of  vehicles.  Civil  pefence  ambulances  and  personnel 
have  assisted  in  the  work,  > 

NURSING  HOMES, 

One  Nursing  'Home  has  discontinued  in  the  year,  a  home  used 
entirely  .■'for  nia-t erni ty  cases,  which  has  made  rather  a  problem  the 
finding  of  accommodation  for  expectant  mothers. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION, 

.  The  accommodation  at  the  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  has  been 
tfix eds ev er ely  a  few  times  during  the  year,  and  on  one  occasion  it 
was  impossible  to  secure  Isolation  Hospital  accommodation  in  any 
part  of  the  area  of  East  Kent  for  cases  of  scarlet  fever. 


sanitary  circumstances  op  try  area. 

WAT  AH  SUPPLY. 

After  serious  flooding,  of  the  sewers  early  in  the  year  a  number 
of  samples  of  the.  public  water  supply  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  to  ascertain  if  there  had  been  any  polution  of  the 'mains 
but  all  were  reported  on  satisfactorily.  Routine  samples  were 
taken  f'or  chemical  analysis  and  bacteriological  examination  and  all 
reported  pure.  The  water  supply  of  the  district  is  both  sufficient 
and  satisfactory. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

I  have  already  referred  to  the  serious  flooding  which  occurred 
in  January,  1945,  and  both'"the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself 
have  reported  to  the  Council  on  the  dangers  of  allov/ing  .such  a 
state  of  affairs  to  continue.  I  believe  the  problem  has  been 
examined  by  the  Council  and  their  consulting  engineers  to  some 
extent,  and  I  look  forward  to  the  preparation  of  measures  to  deal 
with  it  at  the- cessation  of  hostilities.  Apart  from  the  danger  to 
public  health,  there  appears  to  be  little  prospect  of  extensive 
building  development  in  any  part  of  the  district  without  a  complete 
overhaul  of  the  'sewerage  system. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 


TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  INSPECTIONS  &  RE? INSPECTIONS . . 

INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  .......... _ _  .  . 

,l  ”  SLAUGHTER  HOUSES.  ............... 

"  :i  SHOPS.  .......................... 

WORKSHOPS  • 

u  "  BAKEHOUSES.  ......... _ ........ 

"  i!  DAIRIES  &  COWSHEDS.  . . 

if  VAN  DWELLINGS,  etc .............  . 

n  "  AIR  RAID  SHELTERS ............... 


VISITS  TO  INFECTED  HOUSES  . .  .  .  . 

■  n  WORKS  IN  PROGRESS... 

MISCELLANEOUS  VISITS  . . 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  NOTICES  SERVED 


oooo«o«oo 

00000099  9 

000004009 

ooeo  oooo  o 


0  0  c  o 


0  o 


3865 

185 

9 

150 
114 
25 
127 
248  • 
.911 
175 
386 
1401 
156 


INSPECTIONS  OF  WORKSHOPS,  FACTORIES,  Etc* 

Inspections.  Notices 

s  erved. 


WORKSHOPS . .  90  8 

FACTORIES.  . . . . ...  24 


TOTAL  114 

NUMBER  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND.  ..........  8 

"  "  REMEDIED.. .  7 


8 


•* 


NOTIFIABLE 

infectious 

1943.  1942. 

DISEAS 

1941. 

ES . 

1940. 

1939. 

Scarlet  Fever 

23 

28 

26 

48 

o 

Diphjpria 

5 

2 

T~7 

0 

2 

7 

Enteric  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

.  -  - 

4 

ary  si  pel  as 

7 

7 

1 

4  . 

.  10 

Pneumoni  a 

21 

11 

12 

10 

35 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 

9 

11 

7 

3 

8 

(Other  forms) 

16 

9 

4 

4 

5 

Cerebro- spinal  fever 

- 

— 

- 

1 

1 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

Puerperal  fever  ) 

—• 

1 

*• 

1 

4 

Pyrexia) 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

Measles 

32 

248 

15 

5 

5 

Whooping  Cough  ' 

23 

8 

37 

5 

9 

Opuhalmia  Neonatorum 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

There  was  nothing  outstanding  in  the  infectious  diseases 
during  the  year;  two  of  the  cases  of  diphtheria  had  been  subjected 
to  immunization,  one  of  them  being  over  school  age;  there  was  a 
case  of  ''surgical'1  scarlet  fever  taken  from  the  Whit stable  Cottage 
Hospital,  and  no  ''return'*  cases.  In  pre-war  years  a  fair  amount 
of  infectious  disease  was  introduced  into  the  district  from  outside, 
but  during  last  year  investigations  show  ed  no  such  immigration. 
There  was  an  epidemic  of  whooping  cough  of  a  mild  form,  and  I  am 
afraid  the  number  given  in  the  above  table  does  not  by  any  means 
represent  the  total  number  of  cases.  This  is  due  to  the  shortage 
of  medical  men  in  -Whit stable,  and  the  extreme  pressure  at  which 
they  are  working,  ther  i  being  only  one  medical  man  per  3,300  of 
the  population.  This  ratio  may  not  be  much  in  excess  of  other 
towns,  in  the  country,  but  the  difference  is  that  Whit  stable  has  a 
very  high  proportion  of  old  retired  people  who  need  a  correspond¬ 
ingly  greater  number  of  visits  from  medical  practitioners. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNIZATION.  The  First  Aid  Post,  Cromwell  Road  North 

was  again  used  as  a  clinic  for  the  immunization  of  school-children, 
and  I  personally  carried  out  the  treatment.  Children  under  school 
age  were  treated  at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinic  by  Dr.  Barker.  The 
following  are  details  of  the  numbers  so  treat ed;- 

Under  5.  5  and  over  but  Total 

und  si?  15  • 

216  (513)  255  (1105)"*  471  (1618) 

The  figures  in  brackets  are  the  total  numbers  immunized  since 
the  treatment  was  commenced. 

Percentage  of  eCEh U4  population  immunized;- 

(Estimated  population  of  children  under  5)  . 

(5  and  over  but  under  15)  1626. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  1945 


11. 


Under  5* 


Percentage  completed  course  of  immunization, 


55 .5% 


5  &  over 
but  under  15 o 
67.9%. 


Immunization’  treatment  continues  at  the 
at  the  Clinic,  and  by  local  practitioners, 
by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


First  Aid  Post,  also 
The  records  are  kept 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  &  Mortality,  1943. 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

Non  Pulmonary 

Pulmor 

Lary 

Non 

Pulmonar?/ 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M* 

F* 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year 

9m 

mm 

r , 

mm 

mm 

mm 

mm 

. 

1-5  years 

- 

rnm 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5  -  15years 

mm 

- 

4 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15-25  years 

3 
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There  were  three  deaths  from  tuberculosis  during  the  year 
which  had  not  been  previously  notified. 

Notifications  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  males,  and  non- 
pulmonary  cases,  principally  in  children,  continue  to  show  an 
increase  on  previous  years,  although  there  is  no  excessive 
incidence  to  comment  upon. 

CONCLUSION.  Shortage  of  staff,  and  difficulties  which 
have  characterized  other  War  years,  have  made  the  going  rather  rough 
in  1943  .  Once  again  I  express  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Martin  and  the 
members  of  his  department  for  all  the  work  that  is  being  done,  and 
especially  to  him  for  the  help  he  has  given  me  personally.  I 
extend  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

I  am, 

Your  o  bedim  t  servant, 

CHARLES  E.  ETHERIDGE.  M.  B.  .M.R.C  .S  • ,  L.R.C.P., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


